Three years ago I had lunch with Mr. H. G. Wells. We were discussing the world, and more particularly the ideal world which is so often pictured in his books. I told him frankly that I did not believe in this march of humanity towards a glorious future, and asked him whether he also was 
men, the men whose names have filled the honours lists, were the heads of great businesses. It was from their ranks that we elected our rulers, and the rulers of a nation are but symbols of the national mode of thought. We wanted good sound men of business and we got them. It is not surprising, therefore, that the assemblies which used to be held at Geneva had the character of meetings in a market-place, where clever merchants vie with each other in driving hard bargains. I do not for one moment believe that the pre-war age was particularly corrupt; it was neither better nor worse than its predecessors. What made it so dangerous was the fact that during the last fifty years science has been lavishing on us powers which we are quite unfitted to use. We are like children to whom an irresponsible outsider has given powder and matches. These gifts have led to our undoing, for whilst our control over external nature has advanced with a terrifying speed, our The Church, like the rest of us, has been content to tinker with the more obvious defects in our method of living, and to hope for the best. During the twenty-odd years that separate us from the last war, the Church, as an institution, has only brought in one measure of reform, the re-editing of the Prayer Book. This was a purely domestic measure, the passing or the rejection of which was a matter of indifference to the world at large. A certain amount of enthusiasm was also shown by the ecclesiastical party for various schemes of social welfare, for the preservation of the English sabbath and for the safeguarding of the institution of marriage. It has also been much preoccupied with the relation of the sexes, and with the restriction of the size of the family by the use of contraceptives. All of these activities were comparatively unimportant and could be safely embarked upon without risk of becoming unpopular with those who contributed to the Church's financial support. The Retreat
